SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND
MAY 10, 2026
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After Blessed is the Kingdom....Christ is Risen (3 times)
Antiphon (Feast)

Shout joyfully to God, all you on earth.

O Son of God, who are risen from- the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia
-Sing praise to the glory of his Name; proclaim his glorious praise.

Khallisna Ya-Bnallah, Ya Man qama min baynil-amwaat, nahnu muranneemeena Laka. Hale-
loueya.
-Say to God how tremendous are your deeds! For your great strength your enemies fawn upon You

O Son of God, who are risen from- the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia

Entrance Hymn

Priest: In the assemblies bless God, the Lord, from Israel’s wellsprings.
People: O Son of God, Who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You. Alleluia!
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 5) Pg. 40

Let us, O faithful, praise and worship the Word, coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born
of the Virgin for our Salvation; for He was pleased to be lifted in the flesh upon the cross and
to endure death and to raise the dead by His glorious resurrection.

Patronal Troparion (Tome 1) Pg. 15

In giving birth you preserved your virginity and in falling asleep you did not forsake the world,
O Mother of God. You have passed to life being the Mother of Life. Through your interces-
sions save our souls from death.

Kondakion of Pascha: (Tone 2)

Though You went down in the tomb, O Immortal One, You overthrew the power of Hades, and
rose victorious, O Christ God. You greeted the ointment bearing women, saying “Rejoice!”
You gave peace to Your apostles, and to those who had Fallen resurrection

St Irenaeus said that this action “manifested the hand of God to those who could understand by what
[hand] man was formed out of the dust” adding: “That which the artificer, the Word, had omitted to form
in the womb, [viz., the blind man’s eyes], He then supplied in public, that the works of God might be
manifested in him” (4gainst Heresies V, 15, 2).

The Parents
The man’s parents affirmed his identity: “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind” (v.
20) but they evaded expressing their opinion on the miracle: “... but by what means he now sees we do

not know, or who opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself” (v.
21). John explains their reticence in this way: to affirm the miracle would be to avow that Jesus was the
Messiah. “His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already
that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents
said, ‘He is of age,; ask him’” (vv. 22, 23).

It may have to be explained to us, but Jews would assume that only the Messiah empowered by God
could engage in a creative act. It would be easier to claim ignorance that to affirm that God was at work
in Jesus and risk the consequences. This might be wisdom in the world, but it would be blindness in the
spiritual realm.

The Pharisees

The Pharisees are the “heavies” in this portion of John. In the previous chapter, John 8, Jesus condemns
them for not seeing God at work in Him, calling them sons of the devil (see John 8:44). In chapter 10, the
leaders of the Jews again confront Jesus, demanding to know whether He was the Messiah. Jesus re-
plies, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of
Me. But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep” (John 10:25, 26).

Jesus’ healing of the man born blind concludes with another encounter with the Pharisees (John 9:39-41).
He reproaches them indirectly, saying “For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not
see may see, and that those who see may be made blind.”

But the Pharisees challenge Him further. “Then some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these
words, and said to Him, ‘Are we blind also?’ “Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would have no
sin, but now you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore, your sin remains.”

The blind man had no sight through no fault of his own. The Pharisees claimed to see, without realizing
that their pretension made them worse than blind.

Self-righteousness in religion can render us as blind as they. Relying on the Gospel as preached in the
Church can free us from the blindness that results from being one’s own guide.



DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS

Today All our Mothers, Living and deceased
Next Sunday Deceased members of Arraje & Hajjar families. Requested by Susan
Arraje

This morning’s Coffee Hr. is hosted by the men of the parish
Next Sunday’s Coffee Hr. will be hosted by Susan Arraje

Welcome to any visitors we have with us this morning! We are happy to have you worship
with us.

Please join us downstairs in the church hall for the coffee hour so that we can get to know
each other better and answer any questions you may have about the parish or the Melkite
Church.

Please remember in your prayers: Zenon Tencza, Robert Ghiz, Sadie Mirante, Richard Abraham,Sr.,
Frank Boyda, Carol Boyda, Bob Lynch, Michael Mooradian, Dennis Desplaines, Thomas Houde, Ken
Jordan, Mary Rizk, Michael McNeil, Jeff McNeil, Jeannine McNeil, Neil Gartner, Linda Gartner,
Arthur Hill, Houda Daou, Lauren Abraham, Nicholas Haddad, Elaine Foley, David Ahlin,

Elio Kanaan, Susan Bailey, Jacqueline Ventriglia, those affected by the natural disasters throughout the
world, the people of Gaza, and for peace in Ukraine & the Middle East. Let us also pray for the repose
of the souls of Zakeya Assaf, Genvieve Hatem, Hanna Francis, Saddalh Alkateb. If there are people for
whom you would like me to pray, please reach out and give me their names. Part of our vocation as
Christians is to pray for each other, especially when someone is sick or suffering in any way.

FAMILY FUNDAY

The Ladies Sodality invites you to their annual Family Funday on Sunday June 7 after the
Divine Liturgy. There will be music, bouncy house, face painting and more! The menu is
hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken, potato salad, macaroni salad, watermelon, dessert and
drinks.

Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for children over 12. Children under 12 are free.

Mark you calendars now!

Last Week’s Collection

Weekly $ 725
Candles $ 39
Coffee Hr. $ 56
Stole $ 700
Memorials $ 30
Dividends $ 45
TOTAL $1,595

God bless you for your generosity!

Upcoming Liturgical Schedule

Thu May 14, 6PM-Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Ascension

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY
HAPPY MOTHERS DAY TO ALL OUR MOTHERS!
GOD BLESS YOU FOR ALL you DO FOR us!
PLEASE JOIN US AFTER THE DIVINE LITURGY FOR BREAKFAST
PREPARED BY THE MEN OF THE PARISH
we Love you’




WHO IS THE BLIND MAN? This question is not about the name of the man the Lord Jesus heals of blindness in
John 9 (in Christian lore he is given the name Celidonius). He is not named in the Gospel account because his
name is irrelevant to the meaning of the passage.

Rather the question is: Of all the people described in this Gospel passage, which one is the blind man?

Several groups are mentioned in the passage: the disciples, the neighbors of the blind man, his parents and the
Pharisees. The passage reveals something about each of them.

The Disciples

Christ’s followers are depicted asking a theological question on seeing the man born blind: “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind? ” (v. 2) The assumption behind their question was commonly
shared by people in the ancient world: if you experienced good fortune, you were pleasing to God but if you expe-
rienced evil, it was a result of your sinfulness.

This was considered true for individuals and the entire people as well. When Jerusalem fell to the Romans in the
first century ad, Jewish thinkers attributed it to the sins of the nation: Israel had offended God and were punished
by God withdrawing His protection from them. When Christian Jerusalem fell to the Persians in the year 614 and
then to the Arabs in 638, its leaders said the same thing: Jerusalem had fallen because its Church had sinned.
While this connection might be directly or indirectly true in some cases, it is not so here. Neither the man nor his
parents had sinned. The man’s condition was according to the providence of God: “that the works of God should
be revealed in him” (v. 3).

Today most people are likely to say that our good or bad fortune is not caused by direct divine intervention, but

because of purely natural causes. However, it is still important to say that our choices for good or evil can and do

have consequences. Societies have fallen because they embraced an immoral culture (based on violence, slavery
or perversion). Abortion is sinful; it also lowers birthrates and condemns societies to extinction. Divorce has con-
sequences for the couple’s children and grandchildren. Our sinful choices have effects beyond us.

While the disciples’ reaction is not recorded, we find Christians today connecting their earthly fortune to God’s
blessing or punishment in an automatic way. The modern Protestant movement called “the prosperity gospel,”
promoted by preachers such as Joel Osteen and Creflo Dollar, teaches that God wants all His people to be physi-
cally healthy and financially successful. If a person is sick or not prosperous, they claim, it is because they are not
“right with God.”

While the inquiring disciples in Jn 9 were not “blind,” we may wonder about those today who embrace either of
these extremes: by living as if their choices affect only themselves or by following the prosperity gospel.

The Neighbors

Those who knew the blind man were amazed that he could now see. Some could not conceive the possibility and
asked: “’Is not this he who sat and begged?’ Some said, ‘This is he.’ Others said, ‘He is like him’” (v.9). Church
Fathers such as St Irenaeus, St Basil the Great and St John Chrysostom explained their confusion in this way: if
the man’s sight had been restored, they could accept it. This man, however, was blind from birth. He has no eyes
at all. Jesus filled his eye sockets with clay, “adding [eyes] where before they were not” (St John Chrysostom) and
gave them sight.

The Gospel says that Christ “spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the
blind man with the clay” (v. 6). The Fathers directly connect this making of clay with the creation story in Gene-
sis. St John Chrysostom noted, “When He said, ‘that the glory of God might be manifested’, He spoke of Himself,
... To have said, I am He who took the dust of the earth, and made man, would have seemed a hard thing to His
hearers; but this no longer stood in their way when shown by actual working. By taking earth, and mixing it with
spittle, He showed forth His hidden glory; for no small glory was it that He should be deemed the Architect of
creation” (St John Chrysostom, Homily 56 on John).

Instead of Trisagion: All of you who have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
Alleluia!

Prokimenon
Reader: You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this generation
People: You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this generation

Reader: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any holy man, for truthfulness has vanished
from among the children of men.

People: You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this generation
Reader: You, O Lord, will keep us
People: And preserve us always from this generation

Epistle: Acts 16:16-34

Alleluia

Your favor, O Lord, I will sing forever; from generation to generation, my mouth will proclaim your
faithfulness.

Verse: For You have said, “My kindness is established forever.” In heaven You have confirmed your
faithfulness

Gospel: Jn 9:1-38-The Man Born Blind

Hirmos of Pascha (Tone 1)

The angel cried out to the one who is full of grace: “Hail, O immaculate Virgin! Hail, again, for
your Son is risen from tomb on the third day.”

Shine, shine, O New Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord has shone upon you. Rejoice and be
glad, 0 Sion; and you, O pure one, O Mother of God, exult in the resurrection of your Son.

Kinonikon

Receive the Body of Christ and taste the Source of Immortality. Alleluia.
After Communion: Christ is Risen... (Once)

Instead of “Blessed by the name of the Lord:” Christ is Risen! (3 times)
At the end of the Divine Liturgy

Priest: Christ is Risen!

People: He is truly Risen! (three times)
Priest: Glory to His holy Resurrection on the third day!
People: We adore His holy Resurrection on the third day!



