
SUNDAY OF THE OINTMENT BEARING WOMEN  

APRIL 19, 2026 



After Blessed is the Kingdom….Christ is Risen (3 times)  

Antiphon (Feast) 

Shout joyfully to God, all you on earth. 

O Son of God, who are risen from- the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia 
-Sing praise to the glory of his Name; proclaim his glorious praise. 

Khallisna Ya-Bnallah, Ya Man qama min baynil-amwaat, nahnu muranneemeena Laka.  Haleloueya. 

-Say to God how tremendous are your deeds! For your great strength your enemies fawn upon You  

O Son of God, who are risen from- the dead, save us who sing to You, Alleluia 

 Entrance Hymn 

Priest: In the assemblies bless God, the Lord, from Israel’s wellsprings.  

People: O Son of God, Who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You. Alleluia! 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 2) 

When You descended to death, O immortal Life, You put Hades to death by the splendor of Your divinity. And 
when You raised the dead from below the earth, all the heavenly powers cried out to You: “O Giver of life, Christ 
our God, glory to You!” 

Troparion of Joseph  (Tone 2 ) 

The Noble Joseph, took down from the tree your spotless body and wrapped it in pure linen and laid it for burial in 
a new tomb.  But on the third day, You arose, O Lord, and bestowed great mercy upon the world. 

Troparion of the Myrrh-bearers (Tone 2) 

The angel stood by the tomb and cried out to the Myrrh-bearing Women: “Myrrh is proper for the dead, but 
Christ has shown Himself free from corruption.  Cry out, then: “The Lord is risen and has bestowed great mercy 
upon the world.” 

Patronal Troparion (Tome 1) 
In giving birth you preserved your virginity and in falling asleep you did not forsake the world, O Mother of God. 
You have passed to life being the Mother of Life. Through your intercessions save our souls from death.  

Kondakion of Pascha: (Tone 2) 

Though You went down in the tomb, O Immortal One, You overthrew the power of Hades, and rose victorious, O 
Christ God.  You greeted the ointment bearing women, saying “Rejoice!” You gave peace to Your apostles, and to 
those who had Fallen resurrection  

Instead of Trisagion: All of you who have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia! 
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The Burial of Christ 
The role of Joseph, Nicodemus and the Myrrhbearers is particularly remembered in our worship at the Holy Friday 
service of the Burial of Christ. The hymns we sing before the image of the dead Christ make frequent mention of 
them: 

Nicodemus and Joseph 

are now joined by heaven’s hosts. 
Within a narrow tomb 
they place the precious body 
of the One whom nothing 
at all can contain. 
 
The most noble Joseph, 
With Nicodemus buried 
You with myrrh in a new and strange way, 
O Christ; and they cried aloud: 
“Be afraid, O earth, and tremble with fear!” 
 
Ointment bearing women 
drew near to You, O Lord, 
to offer myrrh in their love. 
 
Ointment bearing women 
came to anoint with myrrh 
Christ, the true Myrrh of our God. 
 
Ointment bearing women 
came to Your tomb, O Lord, 
to anoint You with their myrrh. 
 
It is the custom in many places that members of the church council represent Joseph and Nicodemus by carrying the 
image of the dead Christ before its burial in anticipation of the Resurrection. Similarly, young women depict the 
myrrhbearers by walking in the procession and sprinkling scented water as they go. 
 
The Parish Myrrhbearers 

The holy Myrrhbearers are the patrons of many sisterhoods in Eastern Orthodox and Greek Catholic Churches. As 
the women in the Scriptures ministered to the material needs of Christ and His disciples, parish myrrhbearers serve 
their community by coordinating Sunday morning coffee hours and other parish meals. Some Myrrhbearers organ-
ize mercy meals for the departed or receptions for churchings and baptisms. 
 
Elsewhere the parish Myrrhbearers may maintain the parish prayer list or ministry of intercession’ remembering the 
needs for which parishioners have asked their prayers. 
 
In some Churches local Myrrhbearers undertake charitable programs at home and abroad. Orphan adoption pro-
grams and support for seminarians are supported by Myrrhbearers in several dioceses. 
 
In some parishes the Myrrhbearers are the young women who exercise a ministry of hospitality at the church’s reg-
ular Sunday services by serving as greeters, and by distributing bulletins and other handouts. 
 
In some parishes Myrrhbearers ring the church bells, tend the candle stands or bring the offerings forward for the 
priest to receive. They come into special prominence on Holy Friday when they keep watch before the holy shroud 
and scatter flowers before it in procession.  



 DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS     

Today   +Carol & Thomas Bain. Naphie & Joseph Samara.  

  Requested by Paul & Doreen Samara and family    

  +Lorraine Lian 

Next Sunday     Or Families and Friends, Living and Deceased 

May 3    +Karlie Tautenhan (40 day). Requested by her family   

This morning’s Coffee Hr. is hosted by is hosted by Paul & Doreen Samara and family 

  

Last Week’s Collection       

Weekly                 $   991 

Candles       $     26                                    

Coffee Hr.            $     47  

Stole                      $   400    

TOTAL                $ 1,464  

 

 

God bless you for your generosity! 

 

    

Please remember in your prayers: Zenon Tencza, Robert Ghiz, Sadie Mirante, Charlotte Stockhaus, 

Richard  Abraham,Sr., Frank Boyda, Carol Boyda, Bob Lynch, Michael Mooradian, Dennis Desplaines, 

Thomas Houde, Ken Jordan, Mary Rizk, Michael McNeil, Jeff McNeil, Jeannine McNeil, Neil Gartner, 

Linda Gartner, Arthur Hill, Houda Daou, Lauren Abraham, Nicholas Haddad, Elaine Foley, David   

Ahlin, Elio Kanaan, Susan Bailey, Jacqueline Ventriglia,  those affected by the natural disasters 

throughout the world, the people of Gaza, and for peace in Ukraine & the Middle East. Let us also pray 

for the repose of the souls of Zakeya Assaf, Genvieve Hatem, Hanna Francis, Saddalh Alkateb. If there 

are people for whom you would like me to pray, please reach out and give me their names. Part of our 

vocation as Christians is to pray for each other, especially when someone is sick or suffering in any 

way.  

Welcome to any visitors we have with us this morning! We are happy to have you worship 

with us.  

Please join us downstairs in the church hall for the coffee hour so that we can get to know 

each other better and answer any questions you may have about the parish or the Melkite 

Church. 

FAMILY FUNDAY 

The Ladies Sodality invites you to their annual Family Funday on Sunday June 7 after the 

Divine Liturgy. There will be music, bouncy house, face painting and more! The menu is 

hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken, potato salad, macaroni salad, watermelon, dessert and 

drinks.   

Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for children over 12. Children under 12 are free. 

 

Mark you calendars now!  



 
 MYRRHBEARERS AT THE TOMB 

 

SERVICE IN THE CHURCH TODAY can mean many things. The clergy are said to serve the Divine Liturgy 
and other services. They are not improvising or directing or even celebrating; their role as servers suggests that 
their personality take a back seat to what they serve, much as good waiters are unobtrusive when they serve at 
table. 

 
Church members serve in a variety of ways in the worship, teaching and fellowship activities of the community. 
In many places they are honored today as the Church remembers those who volunteered to serve at the Lord’s 
burial: Joseph, Nicodemus and the Myrrhbearers. Today we also remember the Church’s first ordained servants, 
the Deacons. 
 
Both Myrrhbearers and Deacons had one thing in common: they served Christ the Unwanted. The Myrrhbearers 
served the despised and rejected Jesus, condemned by the Jewish leaders and abandoned in death by even His 
closest followers, These volunteers stepped forward to provide a burial for Him, when the alternative was to leave 
His body for animals to scavenge. The Deacons were set apart by the Apostles to serve Christ unwanted in the 
weakest segment of society: those who had no family to care for them in their old age. 

Joseph and the Myrrhbearers 

In Mark 15:44-16:8, which is read at this Sunday’s Liturgy, we see Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Coun-
cil, arrange for Jesus’ burial. St John Chrysostom observes, “This was Joseph, who had been concealing his disci-
pleship. Now, after the death of Christ, he became very bold. For neither was he an obscure person nor unnoticed. 
He was one of the Council, and highly distinguished and, as we see, courageous. For he exposed himself to death, 
taking upon himself the enmity of all by his affection for Jesus. He begged for the body and did not desist until he 
obtained it. Not only that, but by laying it in his own new tomb, he actively demonstrated his love and cour-
age” (Homily 88 on Matthew). 
 
In John 19:39 we are told that the seeker Nicodemus, a leading Pharisee, helped Joseph in this task. Their service 
is memorialized in the troparion sung on this day, itself drawn from the Gospel of St Mark: The noble Joseph took 
down from the tree Your spotless body. He wrapped it in fine linen with aromatic spices and laid it for burial in a 
new tomb… 
 
Mark notes that Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Joses (whom John identifies as the wife of Clopas – 
Cleophas in the King James Bible – and a relative of the Theotokos) saw where Jesus had been buried and re-
turned with others on Sunday morning with more spices. Mark 15:40 tells of a Salome, one of those who had wit-
nessed the death of the Lord, who accompanied them. These women were among those whom Luke says provided 
for Jesus’ needs during His ministry from their possessions. Others among them, according to Luke, were 
“Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Suzanna, and many others” (8:3). Matthew 27:56 mentions 
“the mother of the sons of Zebedee” (i.e. James and John). Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, are included 
among them as well. As St John Chrysostom remarked, “They lamented over what had happened, beating their 
breasts. Meanwhile, the religious leaders were glorying in those very things for which the others were grieving, 
neither moved by pity nor checked by fear” (Homily 88.2 on Matthew). 
 
The Jews did not embalm the dead like the Egyptians. Rather they anointed a corpse and surrounded it with large 
quantities of spices to counteract the odor of decay. Jn 19:39 says that Nicodemus brought one hundred pounds of 
myrrh and aloes for that purpose. When the women returned to the tomb at first light on Sunday morning, accord-
ing to Mark and Luke, they brought more spices. The odor should have increased to such a degree that further 
masking would be needed if people were to visit the tomb. But the Lord did not need their spices; not subject to 
corruption, He had conquered Death and destroyed its hold over us. 
 
The Myrrhbearers knew that the service they offered was fruitless in a sense – Jesus was dead and they could not 
change that. They could simply perform a last act of love and remain by the tomb in witness to their love for Him. 
Their faithfulness to serve Christ even in death was rewarded; they were blessed to see the empty tomb and to 
bear witness to the Apostles that Christ was risen.  

Prokimenon 

Reader:  My strength and my courage is the Lord, and He has been my Savior      

People:   My strength and my courage is the Lord, and He has been my Savior           

Reader:  The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, yet He has not delivered me to death   

People:    My strength and my courage is the Lord, and He has been my Savior   

Reader:   My strength and my courage is the Lord,                   

People:     And He has been my Savior                                                                 

Epistle:   Acts 6:1-7 
 
Alleluia  
The Lord shall hear you on the day of distress; the Name of the God of Jacob shall defe 

d you.  

Stichon: O Lord, save your king and listen to us on whatever day we call upon You  
 
Gospel:    Mk 15:43-16:8 

 

Hirmos of Pascha (Tone 1) 

The angel cried out to the one who is full of grace: “Hail, O immaculate Virgin! Hail, again, for 
your Son is risen from tomb on the third day.”  
Shine, shine, O New Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord has shone upon you. Rejoice and be 
glad, 0 Sion; and you, O pure one, O Mother of God, exult in the resurrection of your Son. 

Kinonikon 

 Receive the Body of Christ and taste the Source of Immortality. Alleluia.  

After Communion: Christ is Risen… (Once) 

 

At the end of the Divine Liturgy 

Priest: Christ is Risen! 

People: He is truly Risen!  (three times) 

Priest: Glory to His holy Resurrection on the third day! 

People: We adore His holy Resurrection on the third day! 

 

 


